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A News Alternative^Eastern Sierra News Service 


News Briefs 


-The COUNTY 


Bob Fisher of the public works department 

The county will pay its light bill - later 


The Felton mess 


YOU COULD WRITE A BOOK ABOUT IT AND 
THE SCHOOL TEACHER-TURNED-SUBDIVIDER 
SAYS HE PLANS TO DO JUST THAT 

T WAS HIS FIRST VENTURE INTO THE RISKY WORLD 
of developing and sub-dividing - not a very 
successful venture as it has turned out so 
far - and now King Felton says he's going to 
write a book about it. 

But for the residents of the Felton sub¬ 
division (in the Wilkerson area south of Bish¬ 
op), literary ambition will hardly fix the 

(See FELTON on Page 12) 


"PARK FUND" ISSUES RESOLVED, FOR NOW; 

THE LIGHTS WILL STAY ON; JEFFREY BECK'S 
STRANGE NIGHT FLIGHT; TWO BURNED IN FIRE 

T he county, the law and the county's sub- 

dividers and developers continued last 
week to iron out the ongoing problems 
sparked by the burgeoning growth in the coun¬ 
ty's north end. Once again the supervisors 
took up the issue of "park fees" so-called — 
the money paid into the county by developers 
to assure that greenspace or small parks in¬ 
tersperse the sprawling tracts. 

^ast week that assurance remained far 
from convincingly real. For months, the buil¬ 
ders had complained that the county collects 
their money and builds no parks. Stuck with 
the complaints the supervisors were continu¬ 
ing to explain why no parks were built (Ap¬ 
parently there is not enough money in the 
park fund, nor is there guarantee of suffic¬ 
ient incoming funding to provide maintenance 
once they're built), and to justify further 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2) 
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One of the public hearings on street lighting issue 

"OUT wa-ig some hilling errors" but the lights stay on 
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ly reported 
by the Inyo\ 
Independent} 
Recently the 
lights were 
very nearly 
turned off 
again. 
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Continued 

This, under state law, they must 


NEWS BRIEFS, 
collectionso 
do. 

Routinely, the supervisors passed a res¬ 
olution that in effect reaffirmed a state or¬ 
dinance aid says that if "park funds" are not 
"committed," then the money must be returned 
to the developers. For the record, Parks Dir¬ 
ector Jim Angelo was asked how likely it is 
that any parks wiU ever be built. Not very; 
Angelo did say, however, that state grants 
could be obtained for park development. 

The supervisors settled for returning 
seme part of the collected fees, retaining 
some - and in the future collecting less. 

A revised ordinance they adopted reduces the 
fee to a maximum of $1^0 per lot, and that 
will go into "maintenance" of existing parks. 

It was a neat sidestep, keeps the ad¬ 
ministration within the state guidelines, 
and the builders and the lot buyers will con¬ 


tinue to pay - for parks they won’t be get¬ 
ting. 

In other development-related matters 
the supervisors were looking into still an¬ 
other local water system. The Felton sub-div¬ 
ision (See story, this issue) had provided an 
uncomfortable share of homeowner gripes over 
the past weeks, and now the residents of As- 
'endell (located in the mountains west of 


5 


shop) were making disgruntled sounds. It 
seems they were unhappy with the plans for a 
water storage tank that would loom on a hill 
above them creating (for them) a menace to 
both their safety and their sense of aesthet¬ 
ics. They want Developer Gordon Holmes to 
put the tank underground, out of sight and 
out of the way of possible avalanches that 
might send it splashing down. Holmes argued 
that cost of such an excavation would be ex¬ 
cessive, although he would put it in a "rec¬ 
essed" area. The Aspendell folk were insist¬ 
ent sind Supervisor Wilma Muth produced about 
30 letters of protest. 

What triggered a resolution to the is¬ 
sue was a question by Supervisor Chairman 
Dick Engel who asked Holmes if he has liabil¬ 
ity insurance in case an avalanche dumped 
the tank. No, said Holmes, he doesn't. Holmes 
listened further to more discussion then 
calmly stood up and told the crowded room: 

"In view of the question of liability insur¬ 
ance, I think we will put the tank under {he 
ground. I forgot about that. A very good point 
was made that I overlooked." 

THESTREET LIGHTS WILL STAY ON (See above), as 
indeed many suspected they would. There were a 
few of the county's small-community residents 
who vaguely suspected that the county's alar¬ 
ums were somewhat uncalled for in the first 


Page 2 








place, that in fact the official dire warnings 
about drastically reduced lighting was anoth¬ 
er official Proposition 13 rebuke. Said Bob 
Fisher, Inyo's public works director: "Under 
Proposition 13, funding from the tax rate was 
reduced, then there were electric rate increas¬ 
es, and the IMP made some billing errors." 

After a near-panic that lasted about 
three weeks from the first announcement that 
up to 81i$ of the street lights would soon be 
darkened, some public meetings were called. 
These were to reaffirm what all officialdom 
already knew: Absolutely nobody (with the pos' 
sible exception of a burglar here and there) 
wanted the street lights to go out 0 One at¬ 
tendant at a meeting went so far as to say he 
would be willing to pay for the street light 
near his home in order to keep it on. 

Then the county administrator offered a 
possible solution. John K. Smith allowed as 
how the budget "would have been adequate before 
finding out we had to pay for light services 
that hadn't been billed. It's really too bad 
this wasn't determined last year; we could've 
handled it." 

As it stands, the county has decided 
to handle it anyhow, just about like everyone 
thought they would: D efer payments, keep the 
lights on - and lay the blame where it be¬ 
longs: on EWP's mickeymouse billing depart¬ 
ment, not on Prop 13. 

Meanwhile, an interesting sidelight in 
the issue floated to the surface: An old news¬ 
paper found in the "stuffing" of a rummage 
sale ironing board reported on the day years 
ago when the lights at Independence were first 
turned on. It is reproduced on Page 2. 

NO ONE THAT IS REVEAUNG ANYTHING has yet fig¬ 
ured out why 30-year-old Jeffrey Beck of Sol- 
ana Beach, Cal., was flying his unlighted 
twin-engine plane at barely above treetop 
level northward up the Owens Valley. But in 
some way, as everyone suspected, it probably 
had something to do with dope. But still un¬ 
answered is the question of why he would call 
attention to himself by flying low at night 
without lights, low enough to be heard for 
more than a mile, (Me flew almost directly 
over the house 
at Independence 

noticed over Lone Pine where a highway pat¬ 
rolman radioed ahead alerting other officers. 

And the other officers quickly learned that 
federal customs officers were already aware 


of Sheriff's Lt. Buddy Capello 
*•) In any case, Beck was first 





that the plane - flying "illegally out of Mex¬ 
ico" - was aloft; they just hadn't found it 
yet. Sheriff's deputies followed the plane's 
progress up the valley, spotting him at In¬ 
dependence, Big Pine - and then Bishop where, 
inexplicably, he landed to walk directly in¬ 
to the waiting hands of sheriff's men. Cus¬ 
toms agents had a plane or two of their own 
and they wasted no time in flying into Bish¬ 
op and taking over most of the investigation. 
Beck was jailed at Independence on a felony 
charge of possessing marijuana (although no 
great load of it was found aboard the plane). 

fficers would neither confirm nor deny that 
the marijuana that Beck was charged with hold¬ 
ing may have been the small remnants of a 
larger load he may have dumped elsewhere. On 
the day after the night flight, the customs 
agents took off in the plane from the Bish¬ 
op airport (See photo of takeoff, below), 
and Beck's bail was set at $10,000. before 
the week was out, it was pratically all ov¬ 
er but the trial, and in that matter Beck post¬ 
ed bail and left town. Presumably, he will re¬ 
turn for arraignment. 

RED AUSTIN, INYO'S CABLE TELEVISION PIONEER 
who retired from the cable service he opera¬ 
ted at Independence for more than two dec¬ 
ades, remained in "stable" condition at a 
hospital in Santa Barbara. Austin had been on 
a vacation with his wife, Martha, at Haw¬ 
thorne, ^evada, when he suffered a stroke. 

His family said he suffered some paralysis of 
his right side, but that the condition is "im¬ 
proving." 

DETERRENT OR INCENTIVE? Inyo Countians and 
other Californians may soon be paying more to 
get married, divorced, to adopt or to file a 
lawsuit. J-wo assembly bills pending at Sacra¬ 
mento would increase public service and court 
filing fees. But the legislature apparently 
needs local support of the bills and is seek¬ 
ing it among the various counties' govern¬ 
ments. ^ast week, Inyo County Clerk Rita Brom¬ 
ley asked the supervisors to vote their sup¬ 
port of the legislative aims, and they did, 
passing a resolution. Now, if the bills pass 
as probably they will, marriage licenses in 
Inyo will go from $6 to $10; adoptions from 
$5 to $13; and court filings, such as divorce 
actions, from $33 to $30. Explained Bromley: 

(NEWS BRIEFS continued, P. U) 
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Federal customs agent takes off from Bishop in suspect plane 

If anybody knows what the plane was doing here , he isn’t talking. 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

n The burden has been on the taxpayer 0 Those 
who file should pay." 

NOBODY TALKS ABOUT IT MUCH, AND THE DOUCE 
blotters reflect only a small sampling, but 
domestic violence - husband and wife beat¬ 
ings (Yes, there are also a growing num¬ 
ber of husband-beaters), incest-rape, child 
beatings - is on the increase here as else¬ 
where. The first of what may turn out to be 
a number^of public forums on the issue is 
set for February 22 as Rick Smith, the lo¬ 
cal director of ICHSA (Inland Counties 
Health Systems Agency) examines publicly the 
local situation. Says Smith: !, There may be 
a need for a shelter for battered women, 
and we could apply for funding. 11 He offer¬ 
ed as proof of the Inyo situation the stor¬ 
ies of two local women said to be victims 
of wife beating, says he had convinced 
them they should testify - anonymously - 
about their experiences. "But they backed 
out. 11 The public forum is set for 7:30 at 
the Bishop High School Library, and the 
audience will probably hear about the app¬ 
arent chief causes for domestic violence: 
drug and alcohol abuse and mental illness. 


ALONG WITH THE BAD NEWS FROM BIG DINE HIGH 
School (See Notes from B.K.), there is ev¬ 
idence that things continue there in a 
more-or-less positive way. Aware of the un¬ 
happy turn of events surrounding their bas¬ 
ketball team, members of the band will be 
keeping their act clean when they go next 

(NEWS BRIEFS continued on P. 9) 



Inyo Properties.,.Southern Inyo T s only 
locally owned and operated real estate 

office. We offer experiencej guidance , 
local interest and knowledge of 
the area we serve. 





310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 




BARRELS UNLIMITED 


Bishop’s finest foods and spirits • Imports » 3100 West Line Street 


We call f em barrels. But you might see them as planters 3 home 
gardens y maybe even tubs for the kids to splash around in. 

You will find many decorative and attractive uses. They 
are sturdy and rustically attractive. Buy a whole 
barrel or (shown) a half -barrel y priced right 
at $19.95 and $10.95. And on orders of two 
or more we deliver - free -in the Bishop 
area. Get them while they lastl 


Speaking of 
barrels. 


A Fine foods 

*Personal 
service 

*Comr?lete deli 
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On our new bright screen.. 



WED.-SAT. 


FEB. 21-22-23-24 



SYLVESTER 

SKLLONE 


in 


"ARADISE 

ALLEY 


1A UNIVERSAL PICTURE 
' TECHNICOLOR^ 

; C >«'• u*“v(rsai ot> shoos *c *a *ohts wstuvro 
IP G^n *nn y kucop sum sno o ] 



□□ DOLBY STEREO 





p: i zsm j 


SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 
PHONE 873-3575 


BLUE 



DOT 


COME IN 
TODAY... 


ALE! 


LOOK FOR 
THE DOT 


FIND THE BLUE DOT ATTACHED TO ITEMS OF 
TOP NAME MERCHANDISE. WHERE YOU FIND IT, 
YOU'LL GET SUBSTANTIAL SAVINGS! 

SIMMONS ( 2 warrant y ) 


BEAUTYREST 

Famous LA-Z-BOY Choirs 

HIDE-A-BED 



CALL—r- 


873 “ 46^8 


SERVING THE HIGH SIERRA SINCE 1950 

Rendon ^Furniture & 
IJ^pkoLlerij Compani) 


IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 
175 E. PINE BISHOP 

Member Bishop } Mono Chambers of Commerce 


We want to be 
your 

^TYT; 


We are under new ownership . Make 
sure you check out our deals be¬ 
fore you buy* 



j i 




MU 

dealer.... 


NEW AND 
USED CARS 
AND TRUCKS, 


COMPLETE PAINT AND 
BODY SHOP 

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE AS 
GOOD AS YOU CAN GET 


CAPRICE CLASSIC • IMPALA • MONTE CARLO • MAUBU • CAMARO 


MILLER 

CHEVROLET 



1935 MAIN STREET 
Telephone 3/6-5551 
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Q. What's A Discount 
To/20? 

A. It's a Homeowners 
Insurance credit program 
from Great American. 

If you now own or plan 
to own a home less than 
10 years old, you may 
qualify for a discount on 
your Homeowners insur¬ 
ance as high as 20%. Call 
or write for details — 
there is no obligation. 



People call me independent. 

They’re right. I am independent, 
An Independent Insurance Agent. 

Independent to choose the best 
policy for your car, home, business or 
life from a number of companies. And 
if there’s a problem, I’m here to help. 

I’m not I ike a good neighbor. I am 
your neighbor. 




R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 

PETE LARSON * Insuranco 
124 N. Main, Lono Pino, California 
Ptione 876*4105 



SHARP ELECTRONICS CORPORATION 

Paramus, New Jersey 07652 
U.S. Subsidiary of Sharp Corporation 
OSAKA, JAPAN 


ER-2531 

Versatile ECR for small-to-medium sized 
retailers features 2 departments, 36 break tax 
table calculation and dual display. 

® Automatic tax calculation with tax table with 
up to 36 breaks and tax rate, plus manual tax 
calculation and tax shift key. • Totals for cash, 
tax, gross sales, paid-out, void, void mode and 
cash-in-drawer. Up to 8 digits. • 2 department 
totals with extra-large keys. • Receipt issuance 
ON/OFF switch and journal 
selective function. 

® Mode switch for pro¬ 
gramming print-out of 
date, consecutive 
number, machine 
number, tax table 
and tax rate. 

© Large, easy- 
to-read dual 
operator- and 
customer-side 

display. • One-month memory 
protection. • Automatic change calculation. 

!• Error alarm in case of mis-registration. 

• Repeat registration with count display. 



$679.00 


Serving Tonopah & 
Vicinity twice a 
month 


"For Information 
on the entire line 
of Sharp Electronic 
Cash Registers" 

Bishop 

Typewriter 

(714)873-5773 



The most complete 
local and area 


news coverage in the 
Eastern High Sierra 
at 7:05, 8-.05, 12:05 and 5:05 
immediately following 
UP I world news... 


(We figure you want to 
know what’s really 
going on - everywhere!) 


L 


STEREO FM 100 

KIOQ/FM 

‘fm radio one hundred’ 
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AT INDEPENDENCE 
YOU'LL GET MORE 
THAN JUST A GOOD 
GASOLINE AT 
THIS SIGN: 



REAL SERVICE 


--- - 



• TUNE-UPS 

yva#:/ 

• BRAKES 

TOWING 

• EXPERT LUBRICATION 

24-Hour 

• TIRE REPAIRS 

Emcrftncy 
Rood Service 

• TIRES • BATTERIES 

Complete overhaul service 




Shell 


878-2112 


South end of town, Hwy. 395, Independence 



HAVING A 
FEW FRIENDS 
OVER 9 


WE CATER PRIVATE OR 
PUBLIC PARTIES, DINNERS 
AND RECEPTIONS FOR 



UP TO 5000 GUESTS tor for a 


very few) 


187 

South 

Main 


For the very best ham, 
beef, ribschicken: 


872-5535 


KODAK Color Enlargements 

Order three, 
one is free! 


Beautiful KODAK Color 
Enlargements from your 
favorite snapshots, 
instant prints, color 
slides, or KODACOLOR 
Negatives make great 
gifts, or decorative 
accents for your home or 
office. 

And now is the time to 
order them. You pay for 
only two. The third 
one is free! 

Bring this coupon to our 
store for complete details, 
but hurry, this special 
offer ends March 14. 




Phillips Camera House 

186 No. MAIN BISHOP 

(714) 872-4211 


Your response has been TERRIFIC,... 

So we're continuing our big mid-winter 



and Men's and women's WOOLRICH SHIRTS 


Warm for winter. Stop in now and 
see these famous-name jackets: 

"TWIN PEAKS" 

"MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT" 
"BANANA" 

and ALPS SWEATERS 
Save on these mid-winter discounts 


Going to the slopes? Get your equip¬ 
ment here and avoid the crouds and 


the long 


SKI RENTALS 


(714) 873-5070 



1-7/2 £ IBifiz and <Sfiozt ^hofzjiz 


772 NORTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP. CALIFORNIA 9351-4 
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]ust plain good cookin' 

Try our hot soups, fresh every day 
Fast service on lunch and breakfast 




ON HIGHWAY 395 * INDEPENDENCE 


8734924 2587 W. line Bishop 

(MOUNTAIN, 
•RENTALS ,'>v ih 

■t- ’&'*’**, : Y John Boothe 


SEWER EQUIPMENT 

FOR YOUR CONNECTION 

•SEWER PIPE CUTTERS *TEST PLUGS 
•TRENCHER • BACK HOE 

• DUMP TRUCK «MISC. PLUMBING TOOLS 

GARDEN EQUIP: ROTO TILLERS, LAWN MOWERS, 
WEED EATERS 

MON-FRI 8am-5;30pm SAT 8am-5pm 


The latest in music, news, sports. You're #1 with us ! 


THE GREATEST COUNTRY IN 
THE WORLD... 


Local news at 7 :oo AM; 8:oo AM; NOON; 5:oo PM 
World news via AP leased wire on the hour. 


John Young 


SERVING THE 

SOUTHEASTERN HIGH SIliRRA 

THE GREATEST COUNTRY IJN T THE WORLD 


BISH©P 1230AM 

nnnn 

P O. BOX 757 714 873-6324 


Clip and mail today 


Inyo 
County 


fNe Ws^ L etter I 

subscription 


□ 


50 Weeks 
$25 


| j 25 Weeks j | 3 Months 


$13 


U SEND TO. 
| ADDRESS. 
!!> CITY_ 


STATE 


SET YOUR SIGHTS HIGH. . . 

only tfie best for your eyes. 

©PTICAL 


Ji ( 1 Payment enclosed | [ please bill 


t j 

<> 
t x 

me ?;'< 


JOHN GUSTAFSON ROBERT GUSTAFSON 

873-7740 

r 

(IA MONTANA PIAZA • BEHIND DOWNTOWN SAFEWAY) 

157 SHORT ST - BISHOP, CA. 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

month to Reno where they hope to attend a jazz 
festival. For that junket, they're busy now 
with a "traveling bake sale" from which they 
hope to raise funds. In another fund-raiser, 
however, the Big Fine School had a few prob¬ 
lems: The school faculty was playing a game 
with the basketball team when the lights went 
out, and for minutes remained out. A dep¬ 
uty provided some help by shining a spotlight 
on the gym roof - and the teachers lost by 
one point. 'The power outage was blamed on "an 
animal somewhere" that had become entangled in, 
a transformer. 


THEY CAMS AWAKE IN TIME TO RUN FROM THE BURN- 
ing house at bone Fine, but 22-year-old Jim¬ 
my McElroy and 18-year-old Radonna Willis re¬ 
mained at the hospital in Lone Fine suffering 
severe burns. Fire Investigator Dave Wallizer 
said that the destruction of a Lone line house 
was probably due to "combustible materials" 
th t had been left near a wood-burning stove. 
Not so lucky were two dogs left inside; they 
burned to death as McElroy tried to put out 
or control the fire with a garden hose until 
fire units could get there. Still unexplained 
was the presence of a sheriff's guard on the 
house the next day; an unconfirmed report in¬ 
dicated that a sheriff's investigation of the 
premises was related to a criminal matter, but 
the sheriff's officers were revealing no de¬ 
tails. 


WITH THE RECENTLY INCREASED INTEREST IN MOVIE 
Actor John Wayne, one local entrepreneur, Jan- 
(NEWS BRIEFS continued on Page lit) 



good 
nutrition 


health 
qood 

\_/ I 1 

living 

[they all 
beqin with a 
good diet] 


Hand-picked genuine organic fruits 
and vegetables selected 
personally in the fields ...Wide 
selection of vitamins and health aids 


...your well-being is our business... 

LONE PINE / 123 

MOUNTAIN / N Main 
TRADING / Lone Pine 
COMPANY / 876-5671 
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We feature REDWING 


SEE LLOYD'S TODAY FOR FINE RED WING WORK BOOTS 
AND SHOES WITH GUARANTEED FIT AND SERVICE. 


'Wrfere Svcty 

'Sccckhcv- a 'p%icnci'' 


LLOYD'S...Your 
Red Wing Boot and 
Shoe store... 


Come in and see our new 10-inch 
lug-sole boot with heavy 
leather midsole, extra-heavy 
extra-wide steel shank and 
double-leather vamp. Also 
extra-heavy water-proofed counters. 


Red Wing steel-toe boots for the 
man who needs safety toes. 


Also Red Winq work oxfords with 
regular or wedge heel. 


.And listen for Lloyd's daily specials 
advertised on KNYO Radio, 600 AM 


SHOES • WESTERN WEAR 
SADDLERY 

LONE PINE, CALIF, 93545 


In Inyo, home 
of the new 
’Western Look ' 


876-4371 


Rage 9 
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«&C]KW*C HIGHWAY RUM«MT 
COUNTV INYO 
OWMAl PlAM 
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The ‘Plan’ 


OVER LOUD PROTEST 
THE "SCENIC HIGHWAY 
ELEMENT" OF THE 
GENERAL PLAN IS 
ADOPTED AS LAW 


Paul Payne: ''Foolishness' 


Two of the supervisors, Richard McDonald and Johnny Johnson , 
turned up at last week's hoard meeting with the idea that if 
a state mandate makes a "scenic highway element" an absolute 
necessity in the county 's new general plan, then why not just 
include the roadways that are already " scenic ." But their ef¬ 
forts were a little late: The planning department had already 
invested manhours and dollars far beyond recall, even though 
one of the local committees set up to study the "element" had 
found it costly and virtually useless. A chamber of commerce 
manager, Pat Farlander, pointed out (too late, it seems) that 
no specific designations of highways needed to he made. Anoth¬ 
er protester, W. Paul Payne, pointed out bureaucratic cost 
and ''government that wants to shove things down our throats. " 
But, as usual, bureacracy iwon the day ; only Johnson voted no. 
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The Inyo County News-tetter welcomes letters and comment aC/ 
relevant to current issues. The editors will publish 
here those views concisely stated and considered // Jri 

timely. Letters and statements should be address- 

your view 


ed to PO Box 521, 
that publication of a 
gree with its content, 


Independence 92526. The editors remind News-Letter's readerc 

letter on this page does not necessarily imply that the editors a- 
or that the editors guarantee accuracy of the letter. 


"MANZANAR REVISITED": A READER STANDS 
OPPOSED TO REPARATIONS FOR JAPANESE 

To the Editor: 

Let's set the record straight. 

The United States had protested the pre¬ 
sence of Japan in China. General Tojo, prem¬ 
ier of Japan, had a plan: Destroy the United 
States Pacific fleet based at Pearl Harbor in 
Hawaii. Japan sent a special representative 
to Washington to keep America occupied while 
the sneak attack on Pearl Harbor was launch¬ 
ed. The Japanese had done this in the early 
1900's in attacking Russia; this is a pattern 
they repeated. 

Let me make it perfectly clear; it was 
the Japanese who bombed us. We took necessary 
security measures here in America. I saw the 
padlock on the door of the Japanese family in 
Compton, Calif., safeguarding the families' 
possessions until their return; the key was 
in the hands of my girl friend's mother. 

It was two years later in an Eastern 
state when I heard a lady tell a group of la¬ 
dies that in California the Japanese's poss¬ 
essions were confiscated by the U.S. Govern¬ 
ment. She also stated that she had been in 
Japan for twenty-five years and had only rec¬ 
ently come to America. After the talk, I went 
quickly to her and while she was being comp¬ 
limented by the other ladies, I told her the 
truth about California's Japanese and what I 
had personally observed. 

I am against any reparations payments 
to the Japanese. It is a rip-off of our tax 
money. 

The relocation centers were set up as 
much for the security of the Japanese in this 
country as for ours. As one lady said to me: 
"I would hate to have been a Japanese on the 
streets after Pearl H a rbor." 

We don't need to start another war, 
just set the record straight. 

PS: I believe the long wait (to seek 
reparations) was intended until people of the 
'UO's were dead and gone. This is a rip-off 
of our tax money. 

- Pat McClendon 
Little Lake 

(Editor's note: Reader McClendon's let¬ 
ter is in response to a News-Letter story, 
'"■lansanar Revisited, " which appeared in the 
issue of January 19 and which dealt with a 
request of organized Japanese groups that 
the federal government make restitution on 
property seized from Japanese-Americans at 
the outbreak of World War II.) 


communication fired below the belt at law en¬ 
forcement (news-letter forum page, February 9) 
I do not know this person and I'm glad 
I don't. I would, however, like to bring to 
his attention something I have observed: Law¬ 
breakers always dislike cops• What law did you 
break, Mr. Efaneff? Got caught, didn't you? 

- Pat Boyer 
Lone Pine 

*** 

"CAN" BLINDFOLDS THE LEGISLATORS: 

A SUPERFLUOUS GESTURE? 

Dear Benett: 

Received the copy of the News-Letter 
and wish to thank you for sending it. I liked 
the article very much and want to thank you a- 
gain for your support. This kind of publicity 
will be very important to the success of the 
program. ' 

The meeting in Sacramento turned out to 
be interesting. We (CAN) participated in an 
"awareness fair" at the capitol. In the aware¬ 
ness program, able-bodied people were put in 
wheelchairs, blindfolded, or given earplugs to 
experience the different types of physical dis¬ 
abilities. While in a wheelchair, blind or 
deaf, they were given tasks to do while accom¬ 
panied by one of us. I worked with the "blind" 
experience and got quite a kick out of watch¬ 
ing these people struggle through. What better 
way to get our message across?.' We had hoped 
to get Gov. Brown to participate but he wasn't 
able to. Re did show up at the press confer¬ 
ence held afterward though. Thanks again for 
the help. 

- John Boothe 
Bishop 

(Editor's note: Reader Boothe refers to 
"CAN, " the Community Access Network in which 
he serves as a local chairman. It is CAN’s 
purpose to provide information about laws - 
and, News-Letter might add, moral obligations 
- that should provide for the disabled true 
’access" to all public services, buildings, 
transportation, etc. A good example might be 
the provision of wheelchair ramps on most of 
Bishop's downtown street comers. A negative 
example might be the absence of an elevator 
in Inyo 's old courthouse building - a lack 
that would create hardship on a disabled per¬ 
son called to the superior court or other of¬ 
fice on the courthouse 's upver floor. Mean¬ 
while, News-Letter cannot suppress its mis¬ 
chievous inclination to comment on the super¬ 
fluity of blindfolds on legislators who long 
since have proven themselves to be not only 
blind, but also deaf and disabled..) 


A READER'S RESPONSE TO THE 
ANTI-COPS EFANEFF LETTER 
Editor: 

Without intending to, I'm sure, Loren 
Efaneff revealed quite a lot about himself 
in his over-long, poorly written, disjointed 


TELLING IT LIKE IT IS... 

For ALL the news reported daily 
.. through the week, hear News-Letter's 
// Benett Kessler with Bob Wellman on 
Radio KIOQ-FM at 100 on the dial. 
Newscasts at 7:05, 8:05, 12:05, 5:05. 
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Felton subdivision: 
One resident’s rage 
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Felton sub-division's Paul Stall and empty holding tanks 

"You couldn't get any more water out of the fire plug than you could a garden hose' 


FELTON, Continued 

]e aky pipes, the "busted" watertanks and the 
pumping system. The water system at the Felt¬ 
on sub-division (Felton South Estates) is so 
patently inadequate that the county health de¬ 
partment has halted further development, leav¬ 
ing some lot owners with land they can’t build 
on and others wishing they hadn't. 

And now, as is usual in such matters, 
it has become not a question of repairing the 
system but in placing the blames On Felton? 

On the county that okayed the development? 

On whom, then? 

Some of the residents, among them Paul 
Stall, claim that Felton cheated lot buyers 
by installing a faulty, below—blueprint - stan¬ 


dard v/ater system. 

And Paul Stall shifts - "Heaps" is more 
accurate - blame to the county. "If the coun¬ 
ty had done prope r inspections in the first 
place," he argues, "then some of these prob¬ 
lems wouldn't exist. Felton did not follow the 
water system blueprints. All the pipes were 
supposed to be wrapped. The storage tanks are 
smaller than they were supposed to be. And we 
should have two pumps, not one." 

In recent weeks, the pipes froze; one 
of them burst open under pressure of ice and 
it flooded an area creating a small pool (See 
cover photo). With that pipe broken, no water 
remains in the storage tank and Stall says a 
potential fire situation exists: no water. 


Stall and his 
neighbors have 
set up a card¬ 
board box and 
a tight bulb 
to provide 
warmth on a 
pressure 
switch that 
supplies wat¬ 
er for domest¬ 
ic use. Other¬ 
wise, it would 
freeze, shut¬ 
ting off their 
water. 
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‘Why did they wait until just a month ago 
to see if the system is up to specifications?’ 


"Felton used a hit- 
and-run tactic. 'Why did he 
sell the lots before the 1 
streets and the water sys¬ 
tem were in? Nothing was 
ready when he said it would 
be," Stall said. 

"Now I understand 
that the county has refus¬ 
ed to accept his paving 
job on the streets and they 
have pulled his bond. The 
county will have the pav¬ 
ing brought up to standard 
this coming spring - at a 
cost of $9000 which a bond¬ 
ing company will have to 
pay. Then the bonding com¬ 
pany will go after Felton, 
and he hides behind the 
Felton Corporation, a Cal¬ 
ifornia corporation. 

"Why doesn't the 
county do the same in re¬ 
gard to the water system, 
and why did they wait un¬ 
til just a month ago to 
check and see if the water 
system was up to the spec¬ 
ifications on the blue¬ 
prints? That's the countyfe 
fault. It was a year ago 
that we were out of water 
for two and a half months. 

I went to the health dep¬ 
artment here at ^ishop. 

Randy Davis of the buildirg 
and safety department told 
me that all his department 
was supposed to do was to 
check the water pressure 
and the water coming out of 
the fire plug - which he 
did - but now you couldn't 
get any more water out of 
the fire plug than you get 
out of a garden hose. Talk¬ 
ing to the health depart¬ 
ment is like talking to a 
brick wall. Randy told me 
that we were getting rip- 
ped-off if the county does 
not hold Felton responsib¬ 
le and make him fix the sys¬ 
tem. The county will have 
to fix the system and bring 
it up to the blueprints that were approved by the 
county - but not followed by Felton. It would 
have been easy to follow the blueprints, but 
now it is going to cost money to replace the 
system." 

Apparently, the county government was 
not entirely blind to the situation at Felton 
sub-division. The health department's Jim Good- 
loe wrote to the state department of real es¬ 
tate about what he called in the letter "ser¬ 
ious water shortages and health concerns." At 
that time water service was limited to 12 of 
16 lots - li* lots were already sold, and as a 
result two of the lot owners can neither re¬ 
sell their sites nor build on them. They are, 
in short, stucko 



Residents applied hodne-podqe of raqs on pump 
"Felton did not follow the water system blueprints’' 


And it was Goodloe who attempted a kind 
of clarification of the county's position in 
the Felton issue: "Our responsibility is to 
approve plans and make sure water is provided 
for the people. We tried to get it right; we 
did inspect the plumbing and electrical sys¬ 
tems. 3y law we had to approve the blueprint, 
and the rest is the developer's responsibil¬ 
ity." 

Stall said he and other residents had 
attempted to contact Felton and his attorney. 
He said no one was returning calls. A report¬ 
er, however, experienced no such difficulty, 
and the reporter found Felton surprisingly 
willing to talk about the case. First, the re- 
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FELTON, Continued 

porter asked about Goodloe's claim that it is 
the "developer'3 responsibility." 

Felton made it clear that he disagrees: 
"It's not my problem. The water company is 
not owned by me. Everything was approved by 
the county. I did everything according to the 
blueprint, and the county issued a water per¬ 
mit." 

As for the claim he and his attorney re¬ 
fused to "return calls," he said "T haven't 
had any calls, and my attorney (at Lancaster) 
says he hasn't had any calls 0 " The developer 
said that in fact he had received at least 
one call - from the district attorney's off¬ 
ice. 

Felton revealed that he had received a 
telephone call from Deputy District Attorney 
Greg James, that James told him that he had 
failed to follow through on the blueprints 
and that the district attorney wants him to 
come to "a meeting." 

And will Felton attend such a conference? 
Felton says no - that he won't "offer evideice 
to James" to help the county sue him. The 
county still holds the water bond that he put 
up on the system. 

Stall - and others - have copies of the 
blueprints on the project, and there is con¬ 
siderable indication that in fact these were 
not followed,, Examples: 

The plans call for 28,000 gallons of wa¬ 
ter storage, not the 21,000 existing. 

There is a 750-gallon pressure tank in¬ 
stead of the 1000-gallon tank called for in 
the plans. 

The plans approved by the county state 
that two pumps above ground would supply the 
development. Only one exists. 

All above-ground pipes were to be wrap¬ 
ped or protected against freezing; at present, 
all above-ground pipes have frozen and burst. 

In view of that, then, what did Felton 
have in mind? ^e explained that "originally" 
he bought the 10-acre tract "to build a camp¬ 
ground. 

"But the county wouldn't approve it. They 
said it would be spot zoning." 

So, apparently, he opted for a sub-divi¬ 
sion. That is a field in which he admits to 
little experience. He says it was his first 
and that he "hopes it is the last." 

And how does he now feel about it all? 

"That" says Felton, "will come out in 
my book - all the pit-falls of sub-dividing. 
I'm almost finished with it, but I've been 
waiting for the sub-division to get finished 
first. 

What? 

"People don't realize what it takes to 
sub-divide. People think you get a lot of 
money out of it. This project cost me $210,000 
and sales amounted to $180,000. I have two 
more lots to sell at $17,000 each. So I stand 
to make $U000. 

"It's not worth it." 

Clearly, not very good business. 

And what does Felton do professionally? 
^e is a business teacher at Quartz Hill High 
School near Lancaster. 

Meanwhile, what do Stall and the folks 
out at Felton sub-division do about the wa¬ 
ter problem? Not much - not until the county 
acts. 

And, says Stall, "We don't flush our 
toilets." 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

ie Trizinsky, decided she would bring a 'Jayne 
movie to Independence for the patrons at her 
"■k’eed Bag Cafe." Trizinsky says she will hold 
"continuous showings" of the Wayne classic 
"Stagecoach" that was first shown in 1939, 
starting at 5*30 on March 1. The moviegoers 
are under no obligation to purchase her din¬ 
ner: a "special, western, ranch-style" feed 
calculated to fit in with the horse-opera 
onscreen. "If it works," says Trizinsky, "I'll 
show some more movies." 


SUDDENLY, STATE WORKERS ARE AGAIN ENABLED TO 
bargain for wages, and so may be a lot of oth¬ 
er county and school employees that earlier 
had been restricted by Proposition 13. Last 
week, the state supreme court ruled unconstit¬ 
utional the state's wage freeze, and the rul¬ 
ing opened the door to more pay in spite of 
the Jarvis amendment passed last November. 

That means local government workers can look 
for higher pay, too. In Inyo County, District 
Attorney L.H. "Buck" Gibbons said the county's 
employees would get no retro-active increases 
because of the ruling - but admitted that it 
would give the county workers "bargaining po¬ 
wer for the future." The county's employees' 
association last year signed no wage agree¬ 
ment. Gibbons explained that "The employees 
and the county decided in their negotiations 
that there would be no salary increase, but 
instead, a retirement contribution." Some 
county workers may now be wishing they'd been 
more narcL-nosed in their dealings, but for now 
they are probably stuck until next year's bar¬ 
gaining. Not so for some of the county's tea¬ 
chers. A spokesman at Owens Valley School at 
Independence said that the teachers and the 
school board have kept their negotiations "op¬ 
en" just in case of such a court ruling. Now, 
they may push for wage increases that other¬ 
wise would have been impossible. And there may 
be similar negotiations at Bishop high where the 
{resident of the local teachers association, 

Jim Taplin, said last week that the board has 
given a "verbal okay" on "re-examining things" 
following the lift of the wage freeze. Taplin 
implied there will be no immediate "push" for 
retroactive pay increases — a concession to 
what he calls the "good relationship" between 
his organization and the board - but that it 
"could be possible in the future." 


THE SUPERVISORS SAY THEY'RE HAVING TROUBLE 
"regulating good sense and judgement" among 
the drivers on a narrow, winding - and potent¬ 
ially lethal - road that makes its way among 
the boulders and cliffs in the Alabama Hills 
area west of Lone Pine. The roadway has been 
an ongoing issue for years: Many people want 
the road made one-way, others are adamantly 
against that idea. So the board decided some 
time back to concentrate on warning signs. 
Apparanetly, that hasn't worked either: Nowit 
comes to light that vandals have stolen or 
destroyed thousands of dollars' worth of signs 
on the narrow Tuttle Creek Road. 


FIGHTING FOR 
YOUR LIFE 

American 

Heart Association 



















- JVotes from B. K? - 

LITTLE SHADOWS OF CONCERN: If a real fuel shortage hits, or if gasoline goes 
up to $l-plus per gallon as predicted, it could crimp the local economy - at 
least that's the concern of a few tourist trade-watchers. First hit may belle 
gas guzzling RV's - recreational vehicles. But development continues: Another 
new motel is soon to go in at Bishop. 0 u r source says a Bay area construction 
company won the bid on that. 

*** 

OUR FORUM LETTERS PAGE reveals (to us) some interesting statistics: More than 
two-thirds of letters received by FORUM come from non-subscribers, which fact 
tends to confirm something we've thought all along: that news-letter's read- benett kessler 
ership ranges now into the thousands, based on a subscriber list of 650-plus. The reason: Oor 
subscription rate remains outrageously high, even after last year's cuts. A lot of people are 
quite simply unable to afford it. Subscribers are "passing it around," and people share the 
cost. Distressing. But try as we may, we've been unable to cut production costs. Our single¬ 
copy cost for printing and mailing (not counting other expense)ranges near 55 cents. 

IF YOU'RE DINING IN L.A., you might discover (as we did) some very acceptable edibles at the 
Italia, out on Wilshire in Santa Monica. Rather formal. Good atmosphere. Complete menu and a 
wine list that covers anything anyone would need, or want. Also, Michel Bagnoud's Ely sees 
Cafe . It's at 829 N. La Cienega Blvd. on "restaurant row," but don't hold that against it. 

For top service ask for Guilline. Avoid both these places if you're of the opinion that steak 
and lobster adds up to "gourmet cooking," or if your pocketbook inclines you to read the menu 
from right to left. Call ahead for reservations. 

VFJHY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT. (Cable TV Division): Cableman lake Mar tell who operates the system 
at Bishop. Mike reports to us that he has some ideas — to us, interesting ones — about a sat— 
ellite receiving station at Bishop. That would bring in more channels. Ran into him at the 
board of supervisors session where he displayed an admirable patience when his request for 
a lease on an airport site (for the satellite receiver) was tabled for a week. 

m 

REINCARNATED PUBLICATIONS ARE BUSTING OUT ALL OVER. Now it’s LOOK Magazine, appearing hot on 
the heels of LIFE, Some say there was a certain disappointment in the new LIFE - It's pretty, 
but it isn't covering the hard news as it used to. LOOK may fill the gap. Published monthly, 
and the new one is due any day on the newsstands. 

THE "SWEETHEART DANCE" ^FTZZLED OUT. The Bishop Chamber of Commerce's Valentine bash may have 
been a little rich at $50 per couple, and only 20 people (approx.) bought in. The dance was 
cancelled thanks to the small ticket returns. But those who did support the affair responded 
positively - and went out for dinner at the Tennis Club anyhow. A few who turned up: The 
Bob Tobeys, the Jim Lackeys, the Bob Nordquists, the Jim Ellis, Sr.'s, among others. Turned 
out to be a great party after all. 

WELL, THEY HAD A GOOD SEASON GOING. Could have been co-champions of the league, or at least 
in second place. But the lads of the Big Pine varsity basketball team blew it. Word got a- 
round last week that the boys - and a few of the members of the girls' team - had gotten 
drunk while travelling to a game in Death Valley. Not so, says Big Pine School Superintend¬ 
ent Dean Crechriou. But according to Crechriou "some disciplinary action was taken for the 
presence of alcohol on the recent trip to Death Valley...The entire boy's team and five of 
the girls." Crechriou says the disciplinary action was "his idea," although the coach "concur¬ 
red." The discipline? They closed the season, causing Big Fine to default on their last game 
of the season, giving the win to Owens Valley School. And how did the alcohol affect the’ 
playing of the boys? Well, they won a game before the drinking incident. A so-so game. But 
on the morning after — Wowi — They not only won but buried their opponents under 81 points J 

-H-)B '<■ 

ANOTHER FILM CREW DUE IN TOWN AS I Y/RITE THIS. An english film producer (who looked over the 
territory in a visit here last year) wants to do a long documentary on the water situation. 

e's bringing his cameraman - they'll be working out a location-shooting script. They'll 
headquarter at the news service. 

•iBHE 

SINCE SUSAN MATIVO'S STORY BROKE last week in these pages, the Amargosa Hotel saga has tak¬ 
en a new turn. Word from Amargosa Opera House Manager Tom Williams is that Owner Peter Simon 
has now suddenly agreed to place Death Valley Junction into the National Register (of hist¬ 
oric landmarks) after all. Simon came over to look the place over and visit awhile, maybe 
to figure out how the old Amargosa may after all be returned to life. As it stands (or 
crumbles) now, it will have to be brought up to the county's health and building codes. 

That would be good news. 

AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS EVERY DAY. 



- Sincerely, 

v8 
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The promoters: Rock in Inyo 


Grapevine promoters Joel Kyne and Robert Steele 

Bridging the cultural gap: Open-air rock concerts and a squeaky-clean image. 


I F ANYONE CAN BRIDGE THE CULTURAL GAP between 
Inyo County's rigid establishment and the 
, somewhat superannuated remnants of the old 
"hippie" culture, it may be one of the men 
shown above, the promoters of "Grapevine Pro- 
ductions." 

By running a consistently "clean" show, 
that is a rock concert with the barest cul- 
turally-allowable minimum of assaults, drunk¬ 
enness, litter and outlandish behavior, and 
at the same time producing a maximum level of 
cash flow to area merchants, Robert Steele 
and Joel Kyle are gaining at least a moderate 
amount of approval, not to speak of (in some 
cases) enthusiastic encouragement* Indeed, 
several merchants in Big Pine and other com¬ 
munities are going so far as to provide writ¬ 
ten endorsements encouraging more shows like 
the annual "Grapevine Festival." 

This year, Grapevine Productions aspires 
to even greater things - like, for instance, 
a country and bluegrass fiddle-fest at Lone 
Pine's Diaz Lake and a hospital benefit they 
would like to produce (with more rock and 
country music) at the Millpond recreation ar¬ 
ea near Bishop. Not "square," but squeaky- 
clean. And for such ambitious projects, they 
need more than the enthusiasm of local young 
people. Last week they were getting the sig¬ 


natures of business people supporting their 
"Lone Pine Fandango Revival," and they were 
dealing, with some success, with the county's 
parks and recreation department to rent in 
its entirety the Diaz Lake campground area. 

Their show - "definitely a clean one 
with no trouble," according to Steele - is 
set for mid-June, if all goes well. The an¬ 
nual Grapevine show will follow in late July. 
Kyle and Steele say the a rapevine product¬ 
ion, which draws its audiences and its bands 
from a wide area of the state, has never made 
more than "costs." But they're hoping the 
Diaz lake show may in fact earn some money for 
Grapevine Productions - about $19,000. They 
claim that little of that "goes out of the 
county," and that the promotion will bring in 
money. Grapevine fans ccme here from as far 
away as Oklahoma and beyond. 

And if Grapevine only broke even, what 
will the promoters expect of "Fandango"? One 
says he expects from 2000 to UOOO people at 
$5 per person. The bands will receive from a 
minimum of $300 each to a maximum of $1000. 
The American Legion post is tentatively set 
to provide the beer - at a profit to the Leg¬ 
ion. "We might net about $19,000," says the 
Grapevine spokesman. "This is the one we hope 
to make some money on." 


eastern sierra 
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